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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention is equipped with a series circuit that
includes a DC power supply, switching elements and a diode
for supplying DC or AC current pulses to a machining gap
between a machining electrode and a workpiece, diodes that
regulate a direction of the current flow to one direction, and a
control unit that controls the switching elements. When the
control unit generates a current pulse having a triangular
waveform by an inductance that is present in the series circuit,
the control unit controls the switching elements in order that
a current-pulse time ratio that is a ratio between the non-
current time and the current continuation time in the current
pulse is equal to or lower than 1/5.
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POWER SUPPLY DEVICE FOR ELECTRIC
DISCHARGE MACHINING APPARATUS AND
ELECTRIC DISCHARGE MACHINING
METHOD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2011/059077, filed on Apr. 12, 2011, the
contents of all of which are incorporated herein by reference
in their entirety.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a power supply device for
an electric discharge machining apparatus and an electric
discharge machining method.

BACKGROUND

Patent Literatures 1 and 2 mentioned below are examples
of literature on conventional techniques that are related to a
power supply device for an electric discharge machining
apparatus.

For a power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus described in Patent Literature 1, there is
disclosed a technique in which switching elements that inter-
rupt a pulse train having a predetermined repetitive frequency
at a predetermined interval are driven to supply AC pulse
current to a machining gap between a machining electrode
and a workpiece to which a capacitor is connected in parallel,
thereby completely discharging the electric charge of the
capacitor to the machining gap to prevent arc current from
continuously flowing, and thus improve surface roughness
during electric discharge machining.

Furthermore, a power supply device for an electric dis-
charge machining apparatus described in Patent Literature 2
is configured to include a DC power supply that supplies DC
pulse current to a machining gap between a machining elec-
trode and a workpiece, a series circuit constituted by switch-
ing elements and a resistor, a capacitor connected in parallel
to the machining electrode and the workpiece, and an electric
discharge detector that detects occurrence of electric dis-
charge in the machining gap. For the power supply device for
an electric discharge machining apparatus in Patent Litera-
ture 2, there is disclosed a technique in which an on/off
control is repeated on the switching element, in which the
switching element is turned on by a pulse width equal to or
smaller than the pulse width of the discharge current of the
capacitor, and is turned off for a predetermined time, and
repeated until the capacitor discharges and the electric dis-
charge detector detects the electric discharge, and the on/off
control is repeated again after a predetermined off-time fol-
lowing the detection of the electric discharge by the electric
discharge detector. According to the power supply device for
an electric discharge machining apparatus in Patent Litera-
ture 2, an electric current having a pulse width equal to or
larger than the electric discharge pulse width of the capacitor
is not supposed to flow through a gap between the machining
electrode and the workpiece (hereinafter, “machining gap™)
in order to prevent an arc current from continuously flowing,
similarly to Patent Literature 1 (see FIGS. 2 and 11).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literatures
Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-open

No. 03-55117
Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent No. 2914123
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2
SUMMARY

Technical Problem

The power supply devices for an electric discharge
machining apparatus in Patent Literatures 1 and 2 mentioned
above are configured to necessarily include a resistor between
the DC power supply and the machining electrode. Therefore,
there is a problem in that when the machining current is high,
the amount of heat generated by the resistor becomes large,
and the amount of heat generated by the device is increased.

The power supply device for an electric discharge machin-
ing apparatus in Patent Literature 2 mentioned above uses, a
method in which a pulse width of a current flowing through
the machining gap is restricted to being as short a time period
as possible, thereby preventing an arc current from continu-
ously flowing. Therefore, there is a problem in that there is a
non-current time equal to or longer than a given time, during
which a discharge current does not flow through the machin-
ing gap, and accordingly the machining speed cannot be
significantly increased.

The present invention has been achieved to solve the above
problems, and an object of the present invention is to provide
a power supply device for an electric discharge machining
apparatus and an electric discharge machining method that
can increase machining speed and suppress an increase in the
amount of heat generated when compared to conventional
devices.

Solution to Problem

In order to solve the aforementioned problems, a power
supply device for an electric discharge machining apparatus
is configured in such a manner as to include: a series circuit
that includes a DC power supply and switching elements for
supplying DC or AC current pulses to a machining gap
between a machining electrode and a workpiece; and a con-
trol unit that controls the switching elements, wherein when
the control unit generates a current pulse having a triangular
waveform by an inductance component that is present on the
series circuit, the control unit controls the switching elements
in order that the current-pulse time ratio, which is a ratio
between non-current time and current continuation time in
the current pulse, is equal to or lower than 1/5 .

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, the machining speed
can be increased, and an increase in a heat generation amount
can also be suppressed when compared to conventional
devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration example of an electric discharge
machining apparatus including a power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus according to a first
embodiment.

FIG. 2 depicts an inter-electrode voltage and an inter-elec-
trode current when electrodes are opened in the electric dis-
charge machining apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 3 depicts an inter-electrode voltage and an inter-elec-
trode current when electric discharge occurs in the electric
discharge machining apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment.
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FIG. 4 depicts a path of a current flowing through an
electric discharge machining apparatus on the circuit configu-
ration in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is an example of a measurement result indicating a
relationship between a current-pulse time ratio and the size of
an electric discharge trace.

FIG. 6 is a configuration example of an electric discharge
machining apparatus including a power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus according to a second
embodiment.

FIG. 7 depicts an inter-electrode voltage and an inter-elec-
trode current when electrodes are opened in the electric dis-
charge machining apparatus according to the second embodi-
ment.

FIG. 8 depicts an inter-electrode voltage and an inter-elec-
trode current when electric discharge occurs in the electric
discharge machining apparatus according to the second
embodiment.

FIG. 9 depicts a path of a reverse-polarity current flowing
through an electric discharge machining apparatus on a cir-
cuit configuration in FIG. 6.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of a power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus and an electric dis-
charge machining method according to the present invention
will be explained below in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. The present invention is not limited to the
embodiments.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a configuration example of an electric discharge
machining apparatus including a power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus according to a first
embodiment. The power supply device for an electric dis-
charge machining apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment is configured by including a DC power supply 1, switch-
ing elements 4a and 45, diodes 7a to 7¢, a resistance 9, and a
control unit 10.

In FIG. 1, a workpiece 3 and a machining electrode 2 (a
mold electrode in the case of a small-hole electric discharge
machining apparatus and a die-sinking electric discharge
machining apparatus, or a wire in the case of a wire electric
discharge machining apparatus) are connected to the DC
power supply 1 through the switching elements 4a and 46
(field-effect transistors (FETs) are exemplified), the diode 7a,
and an inductance 6. The source end of the switching element
4a is connected to the negative electrode of the DC power
supply 1. The drain end of the switching element 44 is con-
nected to the cathode end of the diode 7a. The source end of
the switching element 45 is connected to the workpiece 3, and
the drain end of the switching element 45 is connected to the
positive electrode of the DC power supply 1. The inductance
6 is a parasitic inductance component that is present on a
current path, and it is shown by a broken line in FIG. 1 as the
component that is generated between an anode end of the
diode 7a and the machining electrode 2. The diode 7a is notan
essential constituent element and thus it can be omitted.

The diodes 76 and 7c¢ are elements that, along with the
diode 7a, regulate the direction of a current flow to one
direction. The anode end of the diode 75 is connected to a
connection end between the switching element 4a and the
diode 7a. The cathode end of the diode 75 is connected to the
positive electrode of the DC power supply 1. The cathode end
of the diode 7c¢ is connected to a connection end between the
switching element 45 and the workpiece 3. The anode end of
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the diode 7¢ is connected to a connection end between the
negative electrode of the DC power supply 1 and the switch-
ing element 4a.

Between the workpiece 3 and the machining electrode 2,
there are a stray capacitance component and a wiring capaci-
tance component that are determined by the shape and the size
of the workpiece 3 and the machining electrode 2 or by the
distance between the workpiece 3 and the machining elec-
trode 2 (an inter-electrode distance), or the like. Therefore,
this stray component is shown by a broken line in FIG. 1 as a
stray capacitance 8 connected between one end of the work-
piece 3 and one end of the machining electrode 2.

Meanwhile, the control unit 10 is a constituent unit that
executes an on/off control on the switching elements 4a and
4b, and it is configured by including a pulse generating circuit
11 and a pulse-generating-condition setting unit 12. The
pulse-generating-condition setting unit 12 sets an externally-
input machining condition, and various conditions that are set
based on the machining condition (for example, the machin-
ing time, the machining current, the timing at which the
switching elements 4a and 45 are turned on, and the on/off-
time ratio of the switching elements 4a and 45 (a ratio of the
off-time relative to the on-time: off-time/on-time)). The pulse
generating circuit 11 generates a control signal for turning the
switching elements 4a and 45 on/off based on a signal from
the pulse-generating-condition setting unit 12 to control the
switching elements 4a and 45.

Next, the operation of the power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus according to the first
embodiment is explained with reference to FIGS. 1to 4. FIG.
2 depicts an inter-electrode voltage and an inter-electrode
current when electrodes are opened, that is, when the inter-
electrode current does not flow. FIG. 3 depicts an inter-elec-
trode voltage and an inter-electrode current when electric
discharge occurs, that is, when the inter-electrode current
flows. FIG. 4 depicts the path of the current flowing through
an electric discharge machining apparatus with the circuit
configuration in FIG. 1.

In the power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus according to the first embodiment, a
train of a predetermined number of pulses (hereinafter
referred to as a “pulse train” and five pulses are exemplified in
FIG. 2) that are on for a predetermined time T1 and are off for
apredetermined time T2 as shown in the upper part of FIG. 2
is output from the pulse generating circuit 11 in the control
unit 10. The switching elements 4a and 45 are simultaneously
on/off-controlled by the pulse train to apply a DC voltage
from the DC power supply 1 to the machining gap between
the workpiece 3 and the machining electrode 2.

In this case, when the inter-electrode current does not flow
(that is, when electric discharge does not occur), a DC voltage
from the DC power supply 1 is applied to the stray capaci-
tance 8 to charge the stray capacitance 8 by setting the pulse
trainto “ON”. At this time, as shown in the middle part of F1G.
2, the inter-electrode voltage (the charging voltage) is main-
tained for a period during which the pulse train is “ON”, and
a part of the stored electric charge is discharged according to
atime constant, substantially determined by the stray capaci-
tance 8 and the resistance 9, for a period during which the
pulse train is “OFF”. The electric charging and electric dis-
charging described above are repeated by the pulse train
intermittently applied. After the pulse train is applied, the
stored electric charge of the stray capacitance 8 is discharged,
and the inter-electrode voltage decreases toward the zero
level according to the time constant.

On the other hand, when an inter-electrode current flows
(that is, when electric discharge occurs), the stored electric
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charge (charged energy) of the stray capacitance 8 is supplied
to the machining gap. The path of the inter-electrode current
(a current path) is as shown in FIG. 4. More specifically, the
inter-electrode current rises at the timing at which the pulse
trainis set to “ON”, and flows along the current path shown by
a solid line originating from the positive electrode of the DC
power supply 1—the switching element 45—the workpiece
3—the machining electrode 2—the inductance 6—the diode
7a—the switching element 4a—the negative electrode of the
DC power supply 1. Meanwhile, the inter-electrode current
falls at the timing at which the pulse train is set to “OFF”” and
flows by using energy stored in the inductance 6 along a
current path shown by the dot-and-dash line originating from
the inductance 6—the diode 7a—the diode 76—the positive
electrode of the DC power supply 1—the negative electrode
of the DC power supply 1—the diode 7c—the workpiece
3—the machining electrode 2—the inductance 6.

In this manner, the inter-electrode current flows as shown
in the lower part of FIG. 3. It should be noted that since the
stored electric charge of the stray capacitance 8 is supplied to
the machining gap at the time of discharging, variations in the
inter-electrode voltage are small as shown in the middle part
of FIG. 3.

Next, the operation of relevant parts in the power supply
device for an electric discharge machining apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment is explained with reference to
FIGS. 3 and 4, and the like.

For example, a waveform shown in the lower part of FIG.
3 is an inter-electrode current (a discharge current) waveform
in which the on-time of the switching elements 4a and 45 is
set to 2.5 psec, and the off-time of the switching elements 4a
and 4b is set to 1.5 usec, that is, the on/off-time ratio is set to
1.5/2.5=0.6. A positive slope portion L1 of the inter-electrode
current waveform is a current component that rises transition-
ally according to a time constant determined by the induc-
tance component of the inductance 6 and by a resistance
component (such as a resistance in the electric discharge
machining apparatus including the resistance of the machin-
ing gap, machining fluid, a wiring resistance, and the on-
resistance component of the switching elements 4a and 46
and the diode 7a) that is present on the current path when the
switching elements 4a and 45 are set to “ON”. The positive
slope portion L1 rises substantially in a straight line as shown
in FIG. 3. A negative slope portion 1.2 of the inter-electrode
current waveform is a current component that falls according
to a time constant determined by the inductance component
of the inductance 6 and by a resistance component (such as
the resistance in the electric discharge machining apparatus
including the resistance of the machining gap and machining
fluid, a wiring resistance, the on-resistance component of the
diodes 7a to 7¢ and an internal resistance of the DC power
supply 1) that is present on the current path when the switch-
ing elements 4a and 454 are set to “OFF”. The negative slope
portion [.2 falls substantially in a straight line as shown in
FIG. 3.

It is understood from the above descriptions that when a
circuit configuration is determined, and then elements are
selected, the slope of the positive slope portion L1 of the
inter-electrode current waveform, at the time when the
switching elements 4a and 45 are switched from off to on, is
determined, and also the slope of the negative slope portion
L2 of the inter-electrode current waveform, at the time when
the switching elements 4a and 45 are switched from on to off,
is determined.

TH following can be understood from the example in FIG.
3. The on-time of the switching elements 4a and 454 is set to
2.5 psec, and the oft-time of the switching elements 4a and 45
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6

is set to 1.5 psec. By having this setting, the time period

during which the inter-electrode current does not flow (a

non-current time) is 0.3 usec, and the time period during

which the inter-electrode current continues to flow (a current
pulse width or a current continuation time) is 3.7 psec.

Accordingly, the ratio between the non-current time and the

current pulse width (or the current continuation time) is set to

0.3/3.7=0.08.

FIG. 5 is an example of a measurement result indicating the
size of the electric discharge trace when machining is per-
formed after changing the on/off-time ratio of the switching
elements 4a and 4b. In FIG. 5, the horizontal axis represents
the ratio between the non-current time and the current pulse
width (hereinafter, “current-pulse time ratio”), and the verti-
cal axis represents the size of the electric discharge trace
caused by machining. The size of the electric discharge trace
in a small-hole electric discharge machining device is regu-
lated such that, for example, a hole diameter, which is
obtained when machining is performed with the current-pulse
time ratio of 1 under given conditions, is standardized as 1,
and then the current-pulse time ratio is expressed as a per-
centage.

At least the following four points can be understood from
FIG. 5.

(1) As the current-pulse time ratio becomes lower, the size of
the electric discharge trace becomes larger.

(2) The size of the electric discharge trace has flat character-
istics when the current-pulse time ratio is equal to or higher
than 0.2, and is larger when the current-pulse time ratio is
equal to or lower than 0.2.

(3) The size of the electric discharge trace when the current-
pulse time ratio is equal to 0.1 is about twice as large as the
size of the electric discharge trace when the current-pulse
time ratio is equal to 1.0.

(4) Although there is no measurement data when the current-
pulse time ratio is lower than 0.1, there is a tendency for the
size of the electric discharge trace to not increase any
further when the current-pulse time ratio is around 0.1.
The low current-pulse time ratio means a high concentra-

tion of current energy. Therefore, the machining speed
becomes higher when machining is performed using a current
pulse with a lower current-pulse time ratio than when machin-
ing is performed using a current pulse with a higher current-
pulse time ratio. Accordingly, the current-pulse time ratio is
equal to 0.2 (=1/5) or a value around 0.2 (=1/5) is thought to
be a preferable set value that can increase the machining
speed while maintaining machining accuracy.

The current-pulse time ratio that is equal to 0.1 (=1/10) is a
set value for performing machining with more focus on the
machining speed than the machining precision. As described
above, in a case of this set value, the size of the electric
discharge trace is about twice as large as that when the cur-
rent-pulse time ratio is equal to 1.0. However, in a case of the
small-hole electric discharge machining device, the diameter
of the machining electrode 2 can be reduced to compensate
for a decrease in the machining precision. Therefore, when
the current-pulse time ratio is set equal to or lower than
0.1 (=1/10), the machining speed is further increased while
maintaining a given level of machining precision or higher.

As a comparison of the two cases described above, when
the current-pulse time ratio is set equal to or higher than
0.1 (=1/10) and also equal to or lower than 0.2 (=1/5), an
effect such that both the machining speed and the machining
precision are improved can be obtained.

By setting the current-pulse time ratio preferably to be
equal to or lower than 1/5, and more preferably to be equal to
or lower than 1/10, it is possible to perform machining in
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which the non-current time is shortened. Therefore, when the
entire pulse train is considered, it seems that machining is
performed by applying a pseudo rectangular pulse in which
the entire pulse train is treated as 1 pulse (a 20-usec rectan-
gular pulse in an example in FIG. 3), as shown by a dot-and-
dash line in FIG. 3. Accordingly, the effect of increasing the
energy density for each electric discharge machining can be
also obtained.

The power supply device for an electric discharge machin-
ing apparatus according to the preset embodiment is config-
ured not to include a resistance between the DC power supply
1 and the machining electrode 2, and is configured to restrict
the inter-electrode current flowing through the machining gap
by using the inductance 6 that is present in a series circuit
including the DC power supply 1 and the switching elements
4a and 4b. Therefore, the effect of reducing the heat genera-
tion amount as compared with the case of flowing a rectan-
gular waveform current with the same peak value can be
obtained.

While FIG. 3 exemplifies a case where the magnitude of the
peak current is 100 amperes, this magnitude is not limited
thereto, and it can be set within a range of 15 to 150 amperes,
for example. When the peak current is higher, it is possible to
perform machining on materials that are difficult to cut, such
as ultrahard alloy. When the peak current is lower, the
machining precision can be higher.

While FIG. 3 exemplifies a case where the current pulse
width is 3.7 psec, this pulse width is not limited thereto, and
it can be set within a range of 0.3 to 10.0 psec, for example.
When the current pulse width is larger, the peak current can be
higher. Therefore, it is possible to perform machining on
materials that are difficult to cut, such as ultrahard alloy.
When the current pulse width is smaller, the peak current can
be lower, and therefore the machining precision and surface
roughness can be improved.

It is possible to set the current pulse width and the magni-
tude of the peak current independently. For example, when
the peak current is 15 amperes, the current pulse width can be
set to 0.3 usec orto 10.0 usec. For another example, when the
peak current is 150 amperes, the current pulse width can be set
to 0.3 psec or to 10.0 pusec. The reason why the current pulse
width and the magnitude of the peak current can be changed
independently even though the inductance is fixed is because
the DC power supply 1 is a voltage-variable power supply as
shown in FIG. 1. This means that by changing the voltage of
the DC power supply 1, it is possible to change the current
pulse width and the peak current independently to those
appropriate to the machining speed and the machining preci-
sion.

As explained above, in the power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus according to the first
embodiment and in an electric discharge machining method,
an inductance component that is present on a series circuit
including a DC power supply and a switching element is
utilized to generate a current pulse having a triangular wave-
form, and also the switching element is controlled in order
such that a current-pulse time ratio that is a ratio between a
non-current time and a current continuation time in the cur-
rent pulse is equal to or lower than 1/5and also equal to or
higher than 1/10. Therefore, it is possible to improve both the
machining speed and machining precision while suppressing
an increase in a heat generation amount.

The above current-pulse time ratio may also be set to 1/5or
to a value around 1/5. Therefore, it is possible to increase the
machining speed while maintaining the machining precision.
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The above current-pulse time ratio may also be set to
1/100r lower. Therefore, it is possible to further increase the
machining speed while maintaining a given level of machin-
ing precision or higher.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 6 is a configuration example of an electric discharge
machining apparatus including a power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus according to a second
embodiment. The power supply device for an electric dis-
charge machining apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1 can only generate normal-polarity
current pulses. In contrast, the power supply device for the
electric discharge machining apparatus shown in FIG. 6 is
capable of generating a bipolar (normal-polarity and reverse-
polarity) current pulse, and is provided additionally with a
DC power supply 15, a switching element 4¢, a diode 74, and
a resistance 5.

In FIG. 6, the DC power supply 15, the switching element
4c, the diode 7d and the resistance 5 are connected in series.
One end of the resistance 5 is connected to a connection end
between the inductance 6 and the diode 7a, and the other end
of'the resistance 5 is connected to the cathode end of the diode
7d. A source end of the switching element 4c is connected to
the anode end of the diode 7d, and the drain end of the
switching element 4¢ is connected to the positive electrode of
the DC power supply 15. The negative electrode of the DC
power supply 15 is connected to a connection end between the
switching element 46 and the workpiece 3. Other configura-
tions of the second embodiment are identical or equivalent to
those of the first embodiment, and thus, except that the DC
power supply 1 shown in FIG. 1 is shown as “DC power
supply 1¢” in FIG. 6, constituent parts common to both
embodiments are denoted by the same or like reference signs
and redundant explanations thereof will be omitted.

Next, an operation of the power supply device for an elec-
tric discharge machining apparatus according to the second
embodiment is explained with reference to FIGS. 7t0 9. FIG.
7 depicts an inter-electrode voltage and an inter-electrode
current when electrodes are opened, that is, when the inter-
electrode current does not flow. FIG. 8 depicts an inter-elec-
trode voltage and an inter-electrode current when electric
discharge occurs, that is, when the inter-electrode current
flows. FIG. 9 depicts the path of the reverse-polarity current
flowing through the electric discharge machining apparatus in
the circuit configuration in FIG. 6. The operation when a
normal-polarity pulse current flows is identical or equivalent
to that in the first embodiment. Therefore, only the operation
when a reverse-polarity pulse current flows is explained here.

In FIGS. 7 and 8, a pulse-generating circuit output 18a is a
normal-polarity pulse train (a plurality of pulses). In contrast,
a pulse-generating circuit output 185 is a reverse-polarity
pulse train (a pulse group). The reason for using bipolar pulse
groups is to prevent electrolytic corrosion. When an oil-based
machining fluid is used as the machining fluid, electrolytic
action has almost no effect. However, when pure water is used
as a machining fluid or when a mixture of a polymer com-
pound and a water-based machining fluid is used, electrolytic
corrosion may occur on the machining material side, and it
can damage the processed surface. As described in the present
embodiment, using the bipolar (AC) pulse groups to perform
machining can prevent the electrolytic corrosion as described
above.

A current path when the reverse-polarity pulse current
flows is as shown in FIG. 9. An inter-electrode current flows
along a current path shown by the solid line originating from
the positive electrode of the DC power supply 16—the
switching element 4c¢—the diode 7d—the resistance 5—the
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inductance 6—the machining electrode 2—the workpiece
3—the negative electrode of the DC power supply 15. While
there is no resistance on the current path through which the
normal-polarity current flows, there is the resistance 5 on the
current path through which the reverse-polarity current flows.
The resistance 5 functions as a current restricting resistance
that prevents electric discharge on the reverse-polarity side,
which leads to the exhaustion of the machining electrode. The
current on the reverse-polarity side is suppressed by the func-
tion of the resistance 5, and it becomes lower than the current
on the normal-polarity side, as shown by a waveform in the
lower part of FIG. 8.

Third Embodiment

In the third embodiment, a switching element and a diode
that are included in a power supply device for an electric
discharge machining apparatus are explained. A typical
switching element used in the power supply device for an
electric discharge machining apparatus is a semiconductor
switching element of a silicon (Si) material (such as a metal
oxide semiconductor filed-effect transistor (MOSFET) and
an insulated-gate bipolar transistor (IGBT), and it is herein-
after abbreviated as “Si-SW”). A typical diode used in a
power supply device for an electric discharge machining
apparatus is a semiconductor diode of an Si material (such as
a PN junction diode and a shot key barrier diode, and herein-
after abbreviated as “Si-D”). The technique explained in the
first embodiment can use these typical Si-SW and Si-D.

However, the techniques explained in the first and second
embodiments are not limited to using these Si-SW and Si-D.
It is certainly possible to use a semiconductor switching ele-
ment of a silicon carbide (SiC) material, which has been paid
attention in recent years, in place of the Si material and to use
a semiconductor diode of a SiC material respectively as the
above switching element and diode of the power supply
device for an electric discharge machining apparatus.

SiC has such characteristics that it can be used at a high
temperature. Therefore, when a switching element and a
diode of a SiC material are used respectively as a switching
element and a diode that are included in the power supply
device for an electric discharge machining apparatus, the
allowable operation temperature of the switching element
and the diode can be increased. Accordingly, it is possible to
reliably avoid problems with the heat generation amount.
Consequently, an upper limit value of a peak current can be
increased by using an SiC element, and it is possible to
achieve enhanced machining ability.

Furthermore, SiC has such characteristics that it can oper-
ate at a high speed. Therefore, when a switching element and
adiode of'an SiC material are used respectively as a switching
element and a diode that are included in the power supply
device for an electric discharge machining apparatus, the
operation speed of the switching element and the diode can be
increased. Accordingly, the current pulse width can be further
reduced by using the SiC element, and it is possible to achieve
improvement in machining precision and surface roughness.

SiC is an example of a semiconductor referred to as a “wide
bandgap semiconductor” because of its wider bandgap prop-
erties than Si (in contrast thereto, Siis referred to as a “narrow
bandgap semiconductor”). In addition to SiC, a semiconduc-
tor formed of a gallium nitride-based material or diamond
also belongs to the wide bandgap semiconductor. Their prop-
erties are similar to those of SiC in many respects. Therefore,
configurations using wide bandgap semiconductors made of
materials other than silicon carbide are also included in the
scope of the present invention.

Furthermore, a switching element and a diode that are
formed from a wide bandgap semiconductor as described
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above have a high voltage resistance and a high allowable
current density. Therefore, it is possible to downsize the
switching element and the diode. Accordingly, by using these
downsized switching element and diode, it is possible to
downsize a semiconductor module having these elements
incorporated therein.

Further, the switching element formed from the wide band-
gap semiconductor has a high heat resistance. Therefore, in
the case of a switching element that requires a cooling mecha-
nism such as a heat sink, it is possible to downsize the cooling
mechanism, and accordingly it is possible to further downsize
the switching element module.

The configurations described in the first to third embodi-
ments are only examples of the configurations of the present
invention. The configurations can be combined with other
well-known techniques, and it is needless to mention that the
present invention can be configured while modifying it with-
out departing from the scope of the invention, such as omit-
ting a part of the configuration.

Industrial Applicability

As described above, the present invention is useful as a
power supply device for an electric discharge machining
apparatus that can increase the machining speed and suppress
an increase in the heat generation amount when compared to
conventional devices.

Reference Signs List

1, 1a, 16 DC power supply

2 machining electrode

3 workpiece

4a, 4b, 4¢ switching element

5, 9 resistance

6 inductance

Ta,7b, Tc, 7d diode

8 stray capacitance

10 control unit

11 pulse generating circuit

12 pulse-generating-condition setting unit

18a pulse-generating circuit output

1854 pulse-generating circuit output

The invention claimed is:

1. A power supply device for an electric discharge machin-
ing apparatus, the power supply device comprising:

a series circuit that includes a DC power supply and switch-
ing elements for supplying DC or AC current pulses to a
machining gap between a machining electrode and a
workpiece; and

a control unit that controls the switching elements, wherein

when the control unit repeatedly generates a current pulse
having a triangular waveform by an inductance compo-
nent that is present in the series circuit, the control unit
controls the switching elements in order that a current-
pulse time ratio that is a ratio between a non-current
time, during which no current flows through the machin-
ing gap, and a current continuation time, during which
current flows through the machining gap, in the current
pulse is equal to or lower than 1/5, and

one triangular waveform is formed during the current con-
tinuation time, and the non-current time comes after the
current continuation time for each current pulse.

2. The power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the con-
trol unit controls the switching elements in order that the
current-pulse time ratio is equal to or lower than 1/10.

3. The power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the con-
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trol unit controls the switching elements in order that a pulse
width of the current pulse is set within a range 0£ 0.3 to 10.0
usec.

4. The power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the con-
trol unit controls the switching elements in order that a peak
value of the current pulse is set within a range of 15 to 150
amperes.

5. The power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
switching elements included in the series circuit are switch-
ing elements formed from a wide bandgap semiconductor.

6. The power supply device for an electric discharge
machining apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the wide
bandgap semiconductor is a semiconductor using silicon car-
bide, a gallium nitride-based material, or diamond.

7. An electric discharge machining method, wherein

aseries circuit that includes a DC power supply and switch-

ing elements for supplying DC or AC current pulses to a
machining gap between a machining electrode and a
workpiece is included, and
a current pulse formed into a triangular waveform by an
inductance component that is present in the series circuit
is intermittently and repeatedly supplied to the machin-
ing gap, thereby machining the workpiece, wherein

the switching elements are controlled in order that a cur-
rent-pulse time ratio that is a ratio between a non-current
time, during which no current flows through the machin-
ing gap, and a current continuation time, during which
current flows through the machining gap, in the current
pulse is equal to or lower than 1/5, and also equal to or
higher than 1/10, and

one triangular waveform is formed during the current con-

tinuation time, and the non-current time comes after the
current continuation time for each current pulse.
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8. An electric discharge machining method, wherein

a series circuit that includes a DC power supply and switch-
ing elements for supplying DC or AC current pulses to a
machining gap between a machining electrode and a
workpiece is included, and

a current pulse formed into a triangular waveform by an
inductance component that is present in the series circuit
is intermittently and repeatedly supplied to the machin-
ing gap, thereby machining the workpiece, wherein

the switching elements are controlled in order that a cur-
rent-pulse time ratio that is a ratio between a non-current
time, during which no current flows through the machin-
ing gap, and a current continuation time, during which
current flows through the machining gap, in the current
pulse is equal to or lower than 1/10, and

one triangular waveform is formed during the current con-
tinuation time, and the non-current time comes after the
current continuation time for each current pulse.

9. An electric discharge machining method, wherein

a series circuit that includes a DC power supply and switch-
ing elements for supplying DC or AC current pulses to a
machining gap between a machining electrode and a
workpiece is included, and

a current pulse formed into a triangular waveform by an
inductance component that is present in the series circuit
is intermittently and repeatedly supplied to the machin-
ing gap, thereby machining the workpiece, wherein

the switching elements are controlled in order that a cur-
rent-pulse time ratio that is a ratio between a non-current
time, during which no current flows through the machin-
ing gap, and a current continuation time, during which
current flows through the machining gap, in the current
pulse is 1/5 or a value around 1/5, and

one triangular waveform is formed during the current con-
tinuation time, and the non-current time comes after the
current continuation time for each current pulse.
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